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Among my favorite books read in 2011 has been the book, Why We Love the
Church, by Kevin DeYoung. In a day where so many criticize the “institutional
church”, this book serves as a breath of fresh air as well as a necessary
corrective to the state of the church. To a culture that thinks spirituality is hot
and the church is not, DeYoung rightfully makes the point that what makes the
church unique is its commitment to knowing and making known Christ and
Him crucified. There are certainly weaknesses in the existing church, but my
observation is that those generally critical of the God’s ordained institution
are those who generally don't like commitment and wouldn’t necessarily
embrace who Jesus really is and what he calls for. As DeYoung notes, all too
many want a Jesus who resembles Bono in a bathrobe.

Another favorite 2011 read is The Power of a Whisper: Hearing God and Having the
Guts to Respond, by Bill Hybels. He talks about how “divine whispers™ have
affected his life; Times when heaven has broken through - Immanuel
Moments - GOD WITH HIM moments. He shares how these moments
helped shape, prepare and lead him in a confident and unrelenting Ministry of
sharing Christ and helping people. Even when Hybels, Rick Warren and
others unorthodox approach to ministry became and still is criticized, they all
have stayed true to their divine calling. What has kept them hungry and
humble? What is it, that even in the midst of fellow believer's unfounded
words of rebuke and unrelenting mockery by a Christless Society, they
continue serving Jesus? I believe all of God’s people, whether in the pulpit or
the pew, who has overcome, simply MAKE THEMSELVES AVAILIABLE to
God’s voice of loving forgiveness and divine direction.

This is what the “21 Day Daniels Fast” (January 8" - 28") is to accomplish in
your personal life and our Church Family life. To become refreshed, refocus
and reoriented in our walk with Christ. Over 100 signed up to use this fast as
a time of consecration before the Lord and with one another. This is a
personal AND corporate action. After a time of consecration before the Lord,
our appetite for God’s presence will have increased! If we recover our hunger
for God, and return to Him in humility and righteousness, He will draw near
to us in a tangible way. Then the presence and reality of Jesus will be in our
midst, bringing forth life and making us effective in reaching the lost and
bringing transformation to the community, Nation and World.

I am looking forward to 2012 and what God has in store for you and our
Colbert Family. Remember, “You Can Make a Difference” in 2012!

“Have a very Merry Chvistmas and a Happy New Year”

In Christ’s Love,

Brad






